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Guardian staff corre.rponden!

g et Vientlane, Laos - ." .«
- Police hevre are Investigntlng 8 '

_huge former drug smuggling

- operation that was llnked to the CIA
. and rightwing political figures, :
) Founded In October 1963 s the - :
... Ylentiane School for the Blind, it was ..
* - one the major o
... andhad becn exporting lazge - ..
5, . quantities of hashish and oplam, ' .
-~ Now that the rightist politicians have "=
flad the country, patriotic police are

operations [o Laos

_ uncoverlng the full story.

The director of the school was an -

' Australian national, who eperated

* -under numerous aliases and bad the - :
protection of the hired thugsof - '. :

s,

,{:; rightwing politiclans, nowin -.""

only a few wecks ago.

ia one of three Louses Pogers used

-

* Thalland. Gregory Rogers, one of the .
. Australian’s allages, fled to B:mgkok .

" onthe outsklris of the city, police .

-, souvenir elephants apd Buddha !

discovered an enormous telzphone

: switchboard and equipment cnpable

of moultoring telephone

‘conversations from anywhere In lhe

2. world, Every room was bugged and . .
.. . police could hear the whisphersof -

- their colleagues downstairs - - . © - o
amplifled from a room on lhe top -

“floor. -

- Atthe “schoo!,” located on land el

L “‘danated" by an extreme rightist, * -

. foriner Defense Minlster Slsouk N"l o

. Champassak, investigators found = -

equipment {or transforminy

marfjuana Into hashish ofl, And L:ey e
" found a laboratory for reduclag .. 4. *

- opium Into heroin at another house B
. Rogers used, . g
’ new name and a wife. .

+ Former emp}oyes told po.!ce the

hasish was shipped qut of Vientlane

on CIA Alr Amerlea planes. Destined °

- for Bangkok, Salgon and other cities,

the drugs were contained in hollow

4

.' new *‘school for the bliml" }
", Thalland.

statues. Rogers was also luvolved In

smuggling art treasures [rom
i- * museums and pagodas, ithas been
" learped.  -:

One of the main sponsors ofthe .

" -“*scbool for the blind” ‘was “‘Pop"’ -
. Buell, a well-known CIA operanu

who ﬂmt arrived In Laos in 1959, He

' . becarae an ““expert’’ on the Meo

people and was an udvisor to Cen, .

" Yang Pao, who organized the CIA’s
- Meo mercenary army. Rogers
arrived In Laos as a Jehovah Witiress .
. .. Yminister' a year before Buell and

the two men becarue cronles, At ong -

- - polnt, Rogers was deported for
. raplng a girl of 14, but soon retumed

without his mousuu.he ami with a

: Atlastyeport, Rogers was -

reported to be plonaing to open’ a'
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